From: Electoral Boundaries Review Mailbox

Sent: Tuesday, ¢ May 2023 5:59 PM

To: 5

Subject: FW. CORRESPONDENCE FROM SHIRE OF NARROGIN
Attachments: Review of Electoral Boundaries submissions ~ May 2023.pdf
Comment (C51)

From: | 2 rogin.wa.gov.au>

Sent: Tuasday, 9 May 2023 9:40 AM

To: Electoral Boundaries Review Mailbox <boundaries@waec, wa.gov.au>
Cc: Dale Stewart <ceo@narrogin.wa.gov.au>

Subject: CORRESPONDENCE FROM SHIRE OF NARRCGIN

[External Email] This email was sent from outside the organisation. Be cautious, particularly with links and
attachments.
SPAM emails must be reported to the Helpdesk.

I find attached correspondence from Mr Leigh Ballard, Shire President, Shire of Narrogin.
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(via: boundaries@waec.wa.gov.au )

To Whom It May Concern
REVIEW OF ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES REVIEW SUBMISSIONS

Further to our submission dated 27 April 2023, The Shire of Narrogin, on behalf of its regional constituents
and the greater regional areas, wishes fo reiterate that it is crucial to retain the current 16 regional seats
in the Western Australian Parliament. Any reduction of regional seats, as proposed by the WA lLabor
Party in its submission, would only exacerbate the existing challenges faced by regional communities,
making it harder for their voices o be heard and their issues addressed. It would further diminish the
regional veice and run the rigk of enshrining metro centric decision making and be confrary to the
pringiples of good governing of the people for the people.

Already too few of us have a ‘country cousin’, which in the past enabled decision makers in the city and
‘burbs’ fo be able to somewhat comprehended life’s challenges in growing our food and daily in rural and
remote locations.

Regional areas require strong and effective representation to ensure that their unigue needs and
challenges are adequately addressed. A reduction in regional seats would result in fewer representatives
with a thorough understanding of the issues and challenges faced by regional communities, leading tc a
lack of effective advocacy and representation. It is requirad to mare fully understand country issues and
country values and what we in regionat Australia and WA still value. Without it our voices would pale into
insignificance and we, as a society, would alt be the poorer.

Furthermore, the merging of seats will result in larger electorates, making it more difficult for constituents
to access their local Member and for Members to engage effectively with their communities. The larger
the electarate, the mare difficult it becomes for Members to provide the necessary support and advocacy
that their constituents require. Retaining the current number of regional seats is critical for ensuring that
regional communities have adequate representation and support in the Western Ausiralian Parliament.
By doing so, we can ensure that our regional communities receive the attention and resources they need
to thrive, and that their voices are heard at the highest levels of government.

In conclusion, the retention of the current 16 regional seats is essential for ensuring that regional
communities have effective representation and support in the Wastem Australian Parliament. It is critical
that we continue to prioritise the needs and challenges of our regional communities, and the best way to
do so is by retaining the current number of regional seats. Should vou require further information or
clarification on the above, please contact me via email, enquiries@narrogin.wa.gov.au or telephone 9890
0900,

Yours sincerely

i

Leigh Ballard
Shire President
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