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In response to the invitation to make a suggestion on the review of Western Australian State 

electoral boundaries, the Shire of Carnarvon offers the following points for consideration. 

While current numbers in this seat are lower than the State (-23.45% variation from the 

average district enrolment, inclusive of the Large District Allowance) the current enrolment 

figures do not consider the future growth expected in the region from a significant number of 

new ventures, including green Hydrogen projects, Rare Earth and other mining projects and 

significant tourism developments across the region. 

The Shire of Carnarvon commissioned Acil Allen to conduct an economic analysis of a small 

number of projects that are at a high degree of confidence. The modelling demonstrates 

that, even taking a very conservative approach, population growth of approx. 2% per annum 

is anticipated for the Shire of Carnarvon with similar growth for the Region. 

The total number of Electors for the North West Central of 23,296 (inclusive of the Large 

District Allowance) would be better measured against the minimum number of enrolled 

electors required for a Legislative Assembly District of 27,389. This would then represent a 

variance of 15%, well under the 20% variance threshold. 

The current tolerance level of -20% in relation to deviation from the state average be 

reviewed in recognition of the vast distances in the North West Central seat, and indeed 

throughout the North West of Australia, which cannot be overstated. It is essential to note 

that the area within the current North West Central seat boundary presents challenges for 

the local Member in being able to visit each community on a regular basis. If the area within 

a seat was to increase as a result of a review of the boundary, the impact would be felt at a 

community level and make it even more difficult for constituents to meet with their elected 

representative, and for their representative to travel to meet with them. 
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This suggestion was submitted before the deadline but was received late, due to a technical issue, and has been accepted by the Electoral Distribution Commissioners.   
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